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Agenda Item Summary 

 

DRAFT MOTION I move to rescind the Commission’s approval of the Rocky Mountain Goat 
Columbia River Gorge Reintroduction Plan. 
 

EFFECTIVE  DATE: Immediately 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

 
On April 15, 2005 the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission (Commission) 
approved the “Rocky Mountain Goat Columbia River Gorge Reintroduction 
Plan” (“gorge goat reintroduction plan”).   Friends of the Columbia River 
Gorge and In Defense of Animals brought suit in U.S. District Court against 
the Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) and the United States 
Forest Service (USFS) to challenge implementation of that Plan.  The 
Department has provided the Commission with periodic briefings on this 
matter as the suit has moved forward and as settlement talks were initiated. 
Eventually, that suit was settled.   
 
The settlement involved a number of actions, one of which was a promise by 
the Department to ask the Commission to rescind its approval of the gorge 
goat reintroduction plan.       
 

ISSUE 1 
 

Whether the Commission’s approval of the Rocky Mountain Goat 
Columbia River Gorge Reintroduction Plan should be rescinded. 

 
ANALYSIS 
 

 
The history of this lawsuit spanned five years and involved many procedural 
twists.  One basis for this suit was a failure on the part of the USFS to comply 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and undertake a full 
environmental analysis of the proposed reintroduction.  The U.S. District 
Court eventually ruled in plaintiffs’ favor, and its finding on the NEPA issue 
set a precedent that could have lead to requiring NEPA review whenever a 
federal land managing agency (USFS, Bureau of Land Management, etc.) 
cooperated with a state in reintroducing species on federal land.  Such a 
precedent had the potential to impact a broad range of Department programs.  
As a named party within the suit, the Department began discussions with the 
USFS to see if a settlement agreement could be reached in which the Court 
would vacate that ruling and avoid that precedent.  Negotiations between all 
of the parties eventually lead to a settlement whereby the Court did vacate its 
ruling.  One of the stipulations in this settlement requires the Commission to 
rescind its approval of the 2005 Mountain Goat reintroduction plan.  By 
taking this action, the Commission and the Department may still plan future 
proposals to release Mountain Goats in the Columbia River Gorge, and 
plaintiffs may challenge those future proposals. 
 

OPTIONS 
 

1.  Rescind approval of the plan. 
2.  Take no action. 

 
STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
Option 1.  


	Whether the Commission’s approval of the Rocky Mountain Goat Columbia River Gorge Reintroduction Plan should be rescinded.



